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Bottle Hill Tavern
Madison, Morris County, New Jersey
Owner: Madison Historical Society
Date of Erection: About 1812
Archltect:
Bullder: Matthigs Burnet
Pregsent Condition: Good; intsrior has besn
remodelled, exterior is
mach as It was in Colonisl
days
Humber of Stories: Zwo
Materials of Construction: Foundation -~ stone
Exterior walls = north wall
brick; rest frame construc-
tion
Interior wells -~ plaster

Inside brick chimneys

Roof = piteh

Historical Data:

In Colenial days a part of Morria County,
ircluding the nresent towns of Chathem and lNadison,
was knowm g3 Bottle Hill. It derived its name from
an old tavern located on the hill which had a bottle
disployed as 1ts sign. In 1834 the town decided that
they would like to have a more dignified name, and
Madison was selected in honor of President Madlson.
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In 1804 a new toll road was opened
through Bottle Hill. The stage coaches used 1t
en their run from Paulus Hook to Morristown. It
took three days to make the trip to FNew York and
return. Since 1t was not possible to travel
after dark, taverns were a necessity. Bottle
H111 Tavern was one of these built st the crossing
of the main road in vwhat 1s now the center of
¥adlson.

In 1819 the iInn was sold by its Joint
owners, Matthlas Purnet and Baxter Zayre, to
Colconel Stephen Hunting. Hunting entertained
Lafaysette during his stay st Bottle HI1l in 1828
at the inn. Fadison masons had their flrst lodgs
room In this Inn,.

In 1923 the property came into the
poacession of the First Natlonal Benk of Madison.
It wes thelr intention to demolish the structure
and build thelr new bank building on the site.
Hembers of several of the old famllies in KHedisom
formed the Madilson Historical Society to presssrve
landmarks and traditions in that ssction. The
bank presenied the old tavern to the society with
tne understanding that they would move 1t away.
It was moved from Weverly Place about a block to
its present site, 127 Maln Strest.

Bipliograprhy:
"The Zottle Hill Tavern™" Famphlot
vublished by the Madison Historical
Soclety
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